
Did you know - WHO  IS “The Mickey Burger” 
NAMED AFTER?   “Talking Tombstones” was a success this 
summer! The research by Cindy Badten and Ken Schoon shared 
some interesting facts about Munster’s honored residents. 
One of the families I talked about at the Talking Tombstones Cemetery Walk was the well  
known Herman DeMik family. Herman built a home at 1006 Ridge Road, three doors west 
of today’s Center for Visual and Performing Arts. He and his wife raised eight children in 
this home. Two of their sons stand out as well known men who worked hard for the Town 
of Munster. Son Julie was born in 1908 in the home and at the age of ninety- five was the 
oldest living native born in Munster. He was also a fifty year member of the Munster 
Volunteer Fire Department. One other son named Jake took on many jobs for the Town. 
One of which was single handedly installing 375 water meters in Munster homes between 
1938 and 1940. He too was a life long volunteer Munster Fireman. Jake died in 1964 but 
before his death he became a big fan of Schoop’s Hamburgers on Ridge Road. He was such 
a big fan that they named a hamburger after him. The Micky Burger. It is still on their menu 
in many of their locations.  - Cindy Badten 
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President - Kelly Benoit

Director - Ken Schoon

Director - Cindy Badten

Director - Diane Kitchell


Member’s Spotlight -  
Volunteers have been 
busy at the Museum 
this summer.  So, how 
did a bison head end 
up at the Museum? 

Find out who donated it 
and the story behind it  
in JoAnne Shafer ’s 
“ M u n s t e r H i s t o r y 
M u s e u m o n t h e 
Move” art ic le . See 
b e l o w f o r s o m e 
fascinating history of 
the museum evolution 
and the interesting 
stories behind some of 
the artifacts! 
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Munster Historical Society 
Moving Forward to Preserve the Past

HOLIDAY  
OPEN HOUSE 

1-4 PM 

7

MEMBERS INVITED!  
@ MUSEUM 

6PM 

22

HERITAGE PARK  
WEED WRANGLE 

9-12 PM

26

DEC 7 - OPEN HOUSE! JANUARY MEETING APRIL - WORK DAY 

http://munsterhistory.org
http://munsterhistory.org


President’s Corner 
by Carole Cornelison 
Hello Everyone!  It’s been an eventful year!  

This past month, we hosted two Munster High School 
History classes requested by History teacher Mr. Larry 
Dye. All attendees enjoyed a historical presentation and 
docent led tour of the museum and heritage park.  

Mark Your calendars! Our annual Holiday Open House 
will be held on December 7th, 2024 from 1-4pm at the 
Munster History Museum. It’s a complimentary event 
with treats, hot chocolate and marshmallows plus docent 
provided tours of the Historic 1910 Kaske House.  

P.S. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be there! See flyer below. If 
you are a MHS member and interested in helping out at 
the open house - please contact Carole at 219-836-6530. 

Best regards, 
Carole Cornelison  

Munster Junior Historical Society  
- invites students to join! 

The Munster Junior Historical Society (MJHS) is 
looking for dependable fifth-grade students in all Munster 
Schools, public or private, to become members of this 
organization - which was established in 2007.

This student organization is headed by its founder, Dr. 
Louise Chickie-Wolfe, a retired Munster teacher. 
Students should have an interest in our town’s history, be 
willing to volunteer service to their community through 
organized service projects, and be trustworthy and hard 
workers. Students can participate in grades 5-8 after 
which they can join the MJHS High School Ambassador 
Leadership Program where experienced students help 
younger students and supervise service projects.The 
goals of the MJHS are to Preserve History, Provide 
Service, and Build Character. Also, ALL students from 
kindergarten through college are invited to join in the 
DOC 200 Project, (Demonstrating Outstanding 
Citizenship) created by Dr. Chickie-Wolfe. Students self-
monitor their efforts at demonstrating 200 acts of good 
deeds as outlined in the DOC 200 curriculum, available 
at no cost to participants. Those who achieve this 
noteworthy goal receive an outstanding citizenship pin 
(kindergarten through grade 2), a medal and ribbon 
(grades 3-8), and a medal, ribbon and leadership pin 
(high school through college). The areas that the DOC 
200 Project strengthens include Integrity, Acceptance of 
Others, Service, Patriotism and Leadership.  Anyone 
interested in either joining the Munster Junior Historical 
Society or participating in the DOC 200 Outstanding 
Citizenship Project should contract Dr. Chickie-Wolfe at 
www.drchickiewolfe@munsterhistory.org or by calling 
219-743-7466.
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For more information - Like us on Facebook - Munster Historical Society 
Become a member of the Munster Historical Society by sending in your membership form  

found on our website - “About Us” / Membership Form. 

Newsletter editor - Diane Kitchell @ kitchelld@gmail.com

http://www.drchickiewolfe@munsterhistory.org/
http://munsterhistory.org
http://munsterhistory.org
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Our collectible cook book makes a great 
holiday gift - featuring Munster Historical 
Photos and great recipes.  

Pick one up at the Holiday Open House! 



Native Americal Panel  
held on September 11, 2024  
Photo Recap   V   

The South Suburban 
Historical 
Societies 
Roundtable 
Sept. 10 in 
Thornton.  
V

Monarch Festival  
held on September 8, 2024 
Photo 
Recap > 
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